
Tackling “Tough” Topics with Families 
Presented at the NEMA 2022 Fall Conference by Gabrielle Avena (Amherst College), David 
Feinstein (The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art), and Melissa Higgins (Boston Children’s 
Museum) 

Exhibitions and Online Resources from The Carle: 

Black Voices: Picture Books as Antiracist Resources 
Boundless: Curating a Book Exhibition About Disabilities  
Facing Fears with Picture Books 
Picture the Dream: The Story of the Civil Rights Movement through Children’s Books  
Professional Development Workshops 
Storytime with The Carle  

Online resources for supporting Social Emotional Learning using picture books: 

Child Mind Institute: How to Help Children Manage Fears 
First Book: Promoting Respect and Empathy: Toolkit for Educators of All Grades 
First Book: Using Books to Support Students through Grief, Loss, and Healing  
In Praise of Scary Things: Restricting Kids’ Access Denies Them a Mode to Process Fear by Kathy Ishizuka
Lee & Low: Toolkit for Building a Diverse Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Library  

Online resources for supporting inclusion and social justice using picture books:

DiverseBookFinder  
EmbraceRace   
First Book’s Empowering Educators Guidebook  
First Book’s Time for Change: Dream, Act, Change our World 
Learning for Justice 
Social Justice Books 
We Need Diverse Books  
What Should a Queer Children’s Book Do? by Jessica Winter

Questions? Contact David Feinstein at davidf@carlemuseum.org

https://www.carlemuseum.org/explore-art/story-board/black-voices-picture-books-antiracist-resources
https://www.carlemuseum.org/explore-art/story-board/boundless-curating-book-exhibition-about-disabilities
https://www.carlemuseum.org/explore-art/story-board/facing-fears-picture-books
https://www.carlemuseum.org/explore-art/exhibitions/past-exhibition/picture-dream-story-civil-rights-movement-through-childrens
https://www.carlemuseum.org/education/our-programs/professional-development
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJC4ZhubfgnXk02jlRGbjIAbkMSSN9loA
https://childmind.org/article/help-children-manage-fears/
https://go.firstbook.org/webmail/297582/442400788/63cae6d63f9be556f1fe44a52b049b8ab6207045b0c29177f7d49f4711a64f8d
https://go.firstbook.org/webmail/297582/442400788/63cae6d63f9be556f1fe44a52b049b8ab6207045b0c29177f7d49f4711a64f8d
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/1022/ToolkitforBuildingDiverseSELLibrary.pdf
https://www.slj.com/story/News%20&%20Features/in-praise-of-scary-things-restricting-kids-access-denies-them-a-mode-to-process-fear-censorship
https://diversebookfinder.org/
https://www.embracerace.org/
https://firstbook.org/solutions/empowering-educators/
https://firstbook.org/solutions/time-for-change/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/
https://diversebooks.org/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-education/lgbt-books-kids-ban



