
Hands-on Showcase: 

Tools and Materials for 
Making Affordable Exhibits



(Wait! There’s more!)

NEMA Exhibits PAG 
Thursday 11:00:

Return of the Exhibit Project Slideshow and Tell

Thursday 12:30:

PAG Lunch – Network & Share Your Activity Ideas 



Don Biehl
Green Dot Design
dbiehl@startmail.com

Sheila Damkoehler
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association 
sdamkoehler@gmail.com

Todd Harris
42 Design Fab
todd@42designfab.com

Meguey Baker
Hatfield Historical Society
margolotte@gmail.com

Laurie Pasteryak
Marketing Manager/Consultant 
laurie24154@gmail.com

Betsy Loring
expLoring exhibits & engagement
betsy@exploringexhibits.com
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Don Biehl

• Hardware as design element
• Design Process, Print Samples

Sheila Damkoehler
• Low-budget temporary exhibits
• Hollow Core Doors

Todd Harris
• Material Samples
• Right material, right use

Meguey Baker
• Use what you know
• Shop your “trash”

Laurie Pasteryak
• What does $XX get you?
• Planning & Budgeting

Betsy Loring
• Evoking an environment
• Prototype to avoid wasting $$



Meguey Baker

• Use what you know
• Shop your “trash”



First, use the tools you are familiar with using! You 
will be more confident & have greater success. 

Build on this, learning other tools as you go along.

If you don’t know the tool set needed, recruit 
someone who does and learn from them!



Use every scrap of higher-cost materials

Re-use & re-purpose constantly

“All you have to do is make it interesting!”



Resources:

Lineco Ph Testing Pen - to 
check ph on any paper you are 
considering using but don’t 
know about!

“assorted table display racks”

“assorted wire table easels” 

www.displays2go.com

http://www.displays2go.com


Don Biehl

• Off the shelf elements
• Design Plans, Print Samples













Sheila Damkoehler

• Low-budget temporary exhibits
• Hollow core doors

























Todd Harris

• Material Samples
• Selection and use



Materials : A few considerations

• Intended Lifespan : Permanent vs temporary
• Use case : imagine the worst!
• Replacement cost/ease

• Commercially-available vs bespoke
• Shop finishes vs field repair
• Replacement consumables (where did that puzzle piece go?)

• Impact on exhibit : prioritize the $$$
• Performance / cost / sustainability balance



Betsy Loring

• Evoking an environment
• Prototype to save $$





















Laurie Pasteryak

•Planning & Budgeting
•What does $ XX get you?



Via http://khairunysarts.blogspot.com/2015/10/my-gantt-chart.html

Setting an order:
Knowing when 
to do what…

http://khairunysarts.blogspot.com/2015/10/my-gantt-chart.html


and knowing 
who’s responsible 
for making it 
happen…



plus how much 
$$$ it will cost
(vs. how much 
$$$ you have 
in the bank!)



Quick reminder!

NEMA Exhibits PAG 
Thursday 11:00:

Return of the Exhibit Project Slideshow and Tell

Thursday 12:30:

PAG Lunch – Network & Share Your Activity Ideas 



Don Biehl

• Hardware as design element
• Design Process, Print Samples

Sheila Damkoehler
• Low-budget temporary exhibits
• Hollow Core Doors

Todd Harris
• Material Samples
• Right material, right use

Meguey Baker
?
?

Laurie Pasteryak
• What does $XX get you?
• Planning & Budgeting

Betsy Loring
• Evoking an environment
• Prototype to avoid wasting $$



Thank 
You!


